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Using the Catholic Organist’s Book of Hymns

Hymn tunes can often be sung with different texts.  This book has the tunes listed alphabetically for easy searching. 
Hymns are arranged by the TUNE name in this book

Visit our website for more information about how to use this book.
 
We offer support materials and links on our site, www.frogmusic.com. For example, At www.frogmusic.com you will 
find lists of  hymns that are sung to the tunes in this book.  Quite a few hymn tunes can be sung to different words, pro-
viding variety when picking hymns for Mass and staying with tunes the people are already familiar with and like to sing.   

HYFRODOL	 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!
		  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
		  Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus,

Reading this book on an iPad or a tablet?

Use FIND and SEARCH on the program you are using to view the music to find the music for the TUNE of the hymn.  
TUNE names are listed with a location (page) number that you would use to find that hymn tune using the FIND or 
SEARCH window of Acrobat Reader, Preview or the program you use to read PDF files.

Registrations

There are 10 basic registrations suggested for stops that may be found on most organs.

The stop settings are part of the Playing the Church Organ™ series of books, beginning with Book 1, which is basic 
training for organists, which can be used with almost any organ.   But you do not need to purchase that book. If you 
send us the name of the organ and a model number or stop list, we may already have a stop list for you on file - for cus-
tom built organs (including pipe organs), just email us a spreadsheet with listing the keyboard, stops on that division 
including their footage.

We will send back a list of stops for you to set to pistons.

Stop registrations look like this on the pages:  

1/6	 2/1
Press registration piston Memory 1, Piston 6.	 Press registration piston Memory 2, Piston 1.
This is for an organ with 10 general pistons.	 This is for an organ with 5 general pistons.

Don’t forget, if you do not have stop registration pistons?  Send us a spreadsheet listing the stops on the organ you play, 
and we will send you a list to set by hand.  These arrangements do not require any changes of stops while playing, so 
pistons are not required.

noel@frogmusic.com

All arrangements ©2014 Frog Music Press.  
You, as an individual online subscriber or book owner, 

have permission to print any and all music from this book for your own personal use.  
Parish subscribers may print for all organists in the parish.

Contact us at noel@frogmusic.com or 423 887 7594 with any questions you might have.
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We organists tire of hymns, practicing them on the organ, playing them 
for choir rehearsal, teaching them to cantors.  But the congregation hears 
them once, twice, three times and, after the third time the choir and can-
tors complain, “Do we have to sing that one again?

“Can’t we sing something new?”

If you want the congregation to sing, the answer is no.

Hymns that are loved are simply hymns that are repeated over and over 
again, becoming life-long friends to those in your congregation.

It is essential for you to keep this in mind.  Play chorale preludes on the 
hymns to prepare the congregation for the first time they sing it.  Then 
introduce singing the hymn Once they are comfortable singing it, then 
play the chorale prelude to introduce the hymn.  They will enjoy that, too.

Introducing a hymn by playing just the last line just does not work.  Name 
That Tune started with the first note and so should you when introducing 
a hymn.  

Playing the entire hymn gives people who have recognized those first few 
notes time to find a hymnal and find the page.

More people will sing the hymn.  It is better to cut a verse from the end of 
a hymn because you have run out of time with more people singing, than 
playing a brief introduction and sing the entire hymn with fewer people 
holding open hymn books and singing.

Brief Advice



 1 
A Catholic Organist’s Book of Hymns 

Playing theHymnTunes.

Play the Chorale Preludes without noticeable breaks that might confuse the congrega-
tion and make them think that it is time to sing until you reach the last measure.

Play the Organ Hymns with clean, clear breaks during the rests that will serve as the upbeat 
of the conductor’s hand, indicating the exact tempo and giving them time to take a breath for 
wonderful, flowing hymn singing.  

Avoid slowing down at the end of the choral prelude and at the end of verses except for the 
final verse.  Keep the flow of the rhythm going!

Final verses of triumphant hymns can benefit from a bit slower tempo to make an even grand-
er sound.  

Fast hymn playing fails to give singers time to breathe. 

In the back of this book you will find more playing suggestions. 



2 
A Catholic Organist’s Book of Hymns 
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ADORO TE DEVOTE 
Godhead Here in Hiding

Noel Jones

Organ Hymn in 3 Parts	
1/4	 1/4
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ANTIOCH 
Joy to the World

Noel Jones

Organ Hymn in 3 Parts	
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AR HYD Y NOS 
Day is Done
Noel Jones

Organ Hymn in 3 Parts	
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